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July 9, 2021 
 
Dear Premier Horgan, 
 
I am sure you will agree that the deaths of more than 700 British Columbians during last week’s heat wave is a 
heartbreaking tragedy and something that should drive us to do everything within our power to prevent it from 
ever happening again. 
 
I am writing to you today because countless British Columbians found themselves unprepared for the extreme 
heat wave that our province faced. It is vital that we better understand what happened and what changes need 
to be made to ensure that we are prepared to prevent the unnecessary loss of life when the next heat health 
emergency occurs. 
 
It is for this reason that I am calling for an independent review of the response to the heat wave we 
experienced, in order to understand how we can better respond to future extreme heat events. I think we can 
both agree this is likely to become a more regular occurrence. 
 
At minimum, the review would examine these critical questions: 
 

• Why did the Province not take a stronger role in communicating the threat posed by the heat� 
• Why did provincial operations — like emergency health services — fail to respond quickly and 

effectively� 
• What extra precautions were taken to assist seniors and ensure isolated individuals had the support 

they needed� 
• Did the Province have a plan to provide cooling centers and water to people in need� 
• What work was done as a follow�up to the �01� report that outlined significant concerns about an 

event of this magnitude� 
 
The Chief Coroner has been clear that the public didn’t understand the serious risk that the heat wave posed. 
To have people dying alone at home or in the driveway of a fire hall is completely unacceptable. We need to 
understand where the response was inadequate and develop a clearly articulated plan to ensure that these 
tragic outcomes are not repeated when our province faces future extreme weather events.  
 
When hundreds of British Columbians lose their lives it is a reasonable expectation that there be a thorough 
review, ongoing planning, and a commitment to improve the response in the future. British Columbians deserve 
nothing less. 
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Honourable John Horgan
Premier of British Columbia
West Annex, Parliament Buildings 
Victoria, B.C. 
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July 13, 2021

Dear Premier Horgan,

As you know, it has been a devastating couple of weeks for the people of Lytton as a wildfire virtually de-
stroyed the town and everything in it. My constituents suffered great trauma as they evacuated homes and 
businesses on a moment’s notice, most with nothing more than the clothes on their backs. Tragically, we lost 
two valued community members and our hearts go out to their families and loved ones.

With all this in mind, it is vital that we ensure these evacuees get the supports they need. To my knowledge, in 
B.C. we have never seen a wildfire destroy nearly an entire town before. This makes the situation unique, and 
we must respond accordingly. 

Normally, wildfire evacuees would be displaced for a few weeks at most. For Lytton residents, most have no-
where to go for the foreseeable future. As we know, rebuilding the town is going to take a long time. Currently 
there is no hospital, ambulance or police station. Medical services, the main store and the post office have 
also been destroyed.

It is essential that we have a plan in place for the medium-term to bring safety and comfort to residents. Can 
you confirm whether or not any strategy has been, or will be, developed to ensure their needs are met? 

Further — will the government’s plan provide appropriate supports to fire victims, including some or all of the 
following:

• Mental health services, to support healing and recovery from this traumatic incident;
• Medical services, to provide health care and prescriptions to those who need them;
• Access to necessities including food, medication, toiletries and other comforts;
• Access to gift cards, which have been provided in other jurisdictions like Alberta, to give residents dignity 

and the ability to make their own choices about what they need;
• Stable accommodation arrangements, to reduce the stress of frequent moves;
• Accommodation for pets and livestock, and the feed and supplies to keep them healthy; and 
• Connectivity to keep loved ones in touch with one another.

As we begin to transition from the emergency response towards ensuring these residents can resume some 
semblance of a normal life, we must ensure the appropriate resources are available to them.
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Hon. Lana Popham 
Minister of Agriculture  
Room 325, Parliament Buildings 
Victoria, British Columbia V8V 1X4 
 
January 24, 2022

Dear Minister Popham, 

I am writing to you on behalf of a number of farmers who are rightfully concerned about their ability to ac-
cess financial compensation following the devastating flooding that occurred last November.

It appears Disaster Financial Assistance (DFA) has some restrictions that have left many producers ineligible 
for relief. Farmers have let me know that they have tried to apply for the funding but have been told they 
technically don’t qualify for any support because their farms are incorporated and bring in more than $1 
million in annual sales.

With private insurance and DFA nearing exhaustion, farmers will now be keeping a close eye on the Agri-Re-
covery package set to be announced soon. When it comes to the repairs and rebuilding efforts they require, 
they are wondering whether they will have to first find the funds to pay out of their own pockets, or be able 
to submit estimates for repair to get funds advanced and submit receipts for completed work. If farmers are 
not making the DFA threshold, then their expenses are that much greater. 

Farmers are anxious about what the Agri-Recovery guidelines, set jointly by the federal and provincial gov-
ernments, will look like — in large part because of what has transpired for wildfire-affected ranchers in other 
parts of the province who have applied but not seen any funds. These ranchers also have to submit receipts 
in advance to apply for funds, which is a lot to ask considering the tremendous financial burden they are 
facing. As a result, we have seen lower than expected amounts of wildfire recovery funds paid out.

Blueberry growers are also concerned about how they will replace the plants they have lost. The professional 
advice they have received from expert horticulturalists is that their plants will never return to previous pro-
duction levels and must be replaced. If your officials disagree with that assessment, these producers need to 
know that now. Will they be compensated if they move forward with the work of replacing their plants? They 
would like a firm answer and commitment from you before they proceed.
Our flood-affected farmers are distraught. Their barns and homes were filled with three to seven feet of 
water and they have lost livestock, feed, and crops to this disaster. They also saw equipment failures and face 
expensive repairs because of this catastrophic flooding.

As you know, making a living in farming is difficult at the best of times. These farmers suffering from flood 
damage and losses are in desperate need of financial support so they can get through these disasters. I 
implore you to find a way to improve the eligibility criteria and ensure they can get the funds they need to 
restore their operations, some of which have been in their families for generations.
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where to go for the foreseeable future. As we know, rebuilding the town is going to take a long time. Currently 
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also been destroyed.

It is essential that we have a plan in place for the medium-term to bring safety and comfort to residents. Can 
you confirm whether or not any strategy has been, or will be, developed to ensure their needs are met? 

Further — will the government’s plan provide appropriate supports to fire victims, including some or all of the 
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• Accommodation for pets and livestock, and the feed and supplies to keep them healthy; and 
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Thank you for your consideration of this urgent matter. I look forward to hearing from you as soon as pos-
sible, as these farmers cannot wait much longer for the situation to be resolved. If we truly value farmers 
and understand their business, then we cannot allow government structure to impede their recovery.

Sincerely,

Ian Paton
MLA for Delta South
Opposition Critic for Agriculture and Food

cc: Bruce Banman, MLA for Abbotsford South
cc: Michael de Jong, MLA for Abbotsford West


