
 

 

 
 

 

 

June 3, 2021 
 
 
Mr. Bruce Banman M.L.A and Mr. Mike de Jong M.L.A 
 
I write to you today in response to the Premier of British Columbia’s recent announcement that 
the BC Government will be providing new relief funding to the Legions of BC. As Vice President 
of BC Command for the Army, Navy & Air Force Veterans in Canada (ANAVETS) I am disheartened 
that we were not included in this funding.  
 
As an Association that has been around since Queen Victoria gave a charter in 1840, making us 
Canada’s oldest Veteran’s Association we find it inequitable that we have been left out of 
receiving vital funds to help keep our Units open. ANAVETS in British Columbia have 16 Units 
across the Province with almost 2500 Members and 64 Units across Canada. 
 
Since the start of the pandemic, our Units have been closed for over 6 months. Our Units are not 
only a place for Veterans, seniors and others to come for a drink and dinner, but for most of our 
members it is a place where they can meet their friends, and have a social outing. For many, our 
Units are the only place where they can be with other people. 
 
While our Units have been able to apply for and receive funding from the Federal Government, 
support from our Provincial Government would certainly help. When the Circuit Breaker Relief 
was first announced, our Units applied for and received approval, until the second round was 
announced and a Non-Profit business was then made ineligible, why this change happened I am 
not sure but it doesn’t make sense. A Non-Profit or a For-Profit business still needs help during a 
global pandemic, no matter of their designation. 
 
Our Units have struggled to stay afloat with the bills that still keep coming in while we have been 
closed. We have had to stop all our fundraising activities (meat draws and raffles) so we have 
been unable to give back to our local charities who are also hurting during these times. Another 
important bill that needs to be paid annually is the property tax. Take Kingsway Unit 100 in 
Vancouver for example. They need to put away enough money each day to pay over $200,000 in 
property tax. Over a year, that equates to $550 a day minimum, just for property tax. Being closed 
for 6 months means that Unit alone is not even half way to making the payment. Other Units are 
in the same position, where property tax is their main burden financially. 
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Assistance from the Provincial Government can help our Units overcome their financial 
constraints and concentrate on the well being of their Veterans, Seniors and Members who want  
nothing more than coming in and chatting to an old friend who they have been not able to see 
for a long time. With this funding, our Units will then be able to remain a vital part of their 
communities and continue to be able to help those in need.  
 
I ask you, to plead with the Premier of BC, on behalf of the oldest Veterans Association in Canada, 
to give generously, and to treat us like you do the Legions of BC. While ANAVETS and Legions 
support the same societies, ANAVETS seems to always be the forgotten. We have Members who 
have fought for this great country and I feel that they deserve the same respect as those who are 
Members of the Legion. 
 
Our Units deserve the recognition and respect that they have built upon over the years. I implore 
you to demand that Premier John Horgan make funds available to our Units to ensure their 
survival through this unprecedented time. For some it may be the help they need to survive. 
 
Fraternally Yours, 
 
 
 
Nicholas Newell 
3rd Vice President 
BC Command 
Army, Navy Air Force Veterans in Canada 
 
 
c.c. Green Party Leader Sonia Furstenau 
 Acting Liberal Party Leader Shirley Bond 
 BC Command Head Office 
 Presidents of Units of ANAVETS BC 


