February 25, 2021
Mike Farnworth
Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General
PO Box 9010, Stn Prov Gov
Victoria, BC
V8W-9E2
Reference: Long-term funding for Avalanche Canada
Dear Minister Farnsworth:
I am writing today in support of Avalanche Canada’s request for increased funding and a long-term funding
commitment from the Government of BC. Our organization, the Canadian Avalanche Association (CAA), acts as
the self-regulating body for avalanche professionals in Canada. Our two organizations work very closely
together to address recreational and professional avalanche safety from our respective mandates.
The CAA runs InfoEx, a primary source of information for Avalanche Canada’s forecasts. Our subscribers
provide data to Avalanche Canada that contributes to the public avalanche forecasts. Estimating the value of
this contribution is an inexact science, but it is commonly agreed that the value of this data from industry
amounts to an annual multi-million dollar contribution to public safety. In this respect, we are one of several
agencies that partner with Avalanche Canada. Like many of our partners, we are greatly concerned that the
Government of BC does not understand the extent to which the province has grown reliant on Avalanche
Canada. Consequently, the government’s approach to funding is greatly out of step with its dependence on
Avalanche Canada.
I elaborate below on the province’s reliance on Avalanche Canada’s products, briefly addressing tourism, but
focusing mainly on the reliance of employers, including the Government of BC, due to WorkSafeBC
requirements.
1. Tourism
It is no secret that BC bases much of its tourism campaign on its natural beauty and mountainous landscape. In
winter, this tourism often takes place in avalanche prone terrain. Destination BC, the province’s tourism
marketing agency, makes it clear on its website that the government supports responsible outdoor activity in
avalanche terrain, with several prominent references to Avalanche Canada. Following this lead, countless
regional tourism agencies, municipalities, and local businesses direct visitors to Avalanche Canada’s resources.
A casual observer would quickly recognize that winter tourism in British Columbia holds use of Avalanche
Canada’s products as a pillar of its tourism strategy.
The extent of BC tourism’s reliance on the public daily forecast and other products is extremely broad and better
presented by another organization than the CAA so the remainder of this letter will focus on worker safety and
the province’s reliance on Avalanche Canada’s products.

2. The Avalanche Canada Forecast—An Underappreciated Pillar of BC’s Mountain Economy

2.1 The Emergence of Avalanche Canada’s Public Avalanche Forecasts as an Essential Workplace Tool
Avalanche Canada’s daily forecasts were initially envisioned as a recreational product. The bulletins pre-date
the organization’s existence and were originally produced by our association. That task shifted when the

Canadian Avalanche Centre (CAC) was founded in 2004. It was later renamed Avalanche Canada in 2014.
Over time, the importance of the bulletins outside of recreational use proliferated.
WorkSafeBC was instrumental in creating additional drivers for non-recreational demands for Avalanche
Canada forecasts. Discussions on the need to address workplace avalanche hazard in BC have taken place
over several decades with prominent rail, mining, and highways related fatalities incrementally adding regulation
in piecemeal fashion over time. A comprehensive approach by WorkSafeBC for all sectors emerged,
culminating in 2009 (later modified in 2014) with the first province wide requirement for avalanche safety plans
(ASPs) for workers affected by avalanche hazard.
Occupation Health Safety Regulation 4.1.1 specifically places a burden on employers to:
ensure that no work is carried out at the workplace until
(a) a written avalanche risk assessment is completed, and
(b) if the avalanche risk assessment indicates that a person working at the workplace will be exposed to a
risk associated with an avalanche, a written avalanche safety plan is developed and implemented.1

(emphasis added)
The CAA and many other stakeholders worked with WorkSafeBC to achieve the first iteration of the guideline in
2009 and the updated version that has been in effect since 2014. These are world-leading regulations,
frequently cited by other jurisdictions globally. The province has much to be proud of in terms of the extent to
which OHSR 4.1.1 and 4.1.2 safeguard workers.
For over a decade, employers in the province have known they need to produce an avalanche safety plan for
workers subject to by avalanche hazard. Workers have widely varying degrees of exposure to avalanche
hazard. The general principle of ASPs is that where greater access to avalanche terrain is required, more
sophisticated tools and forecasting is also required. The exposure of a heliski guide working through complex
avalanche paths is very different from a hydro worker driving through simple avalanche terrain. That heliski
guide would work under a highly detailed ASPs supported by a local team forecasting specifically for the heliski
tenure.
Providing forecasting support over broad regions for workers with modest exposure requires a different
approach than the localized team in the heliski guide example above. Avalanche experts were compelled to look
for new solutions which led towards use of Avalanche Canada’s tools. The vast majority of workers affected by
avalanche hazard need to be under the guidance of an ASP that addresses modest exposure to avalanche
terrain. Given the price of localized, specific forecasting teams, employers and consultants began to look early
on for cost efficient ways to incorporate time sensitive forecasting into basic ASPs for workers with modest
exposure to avalanche hazard. Avalanche experts turned to the public forecasts produced by Avalanche
Canada as an effective tool to allow workers to adapt their daily workplace travel decisions and procedures
based on a forecast incorporated into the Avalanche Safety Plan.

2.2 BC Government use of Avalanche Canada Forecasts in Avalanche Safety Plans
The Government of British Columbia led the charge to incorporate Avalanche Canada forecasts into its ASPs to
responsibly manage the risk of large workforces exposed to avalanche terrain in accordance with OHSR 4.1.1.
It is our understanding that the ASPs for the following ministries directly rely on Avalanche Canada’s daily
forecasts in varying degrees as a decision tool for workers:
•
•
•
•
•
•
1

Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development
Ministry of Environment (BC Parks and others)
Emergency Management BC
BC Hydro
Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure
BC Public Service Natural Resource Agencies

WorkSafeBC Occupational Health and Safety Regulation, 4.1.1 Avalanche risk assessment and safety plan

There are likely other areas of the BC government where Avalanche Canada’s forecasts are relied upon that we
are not aware of. It is worth looking at two of these examples specifically.
The BC Public Service Natural Resource’s Agencies Avalanche Safety Plan 2011 (2019 Update) is illustrative of
the reliance on Avalanche Canada’s tools. This ASP explicitly relies on:
•
•
•
•
•

Avalanche Canada Training, both online and field courses (AST1 and AST2);
Avalanche Canada’s public avalanche forecasts;
Avalanche Canada’s Avalanche Terrain Exposure Scale ratings for specific areas;
Avalanche Canada’s Dangerator tool; and
Avalanche Canada’s Avaluator 2.0 slope evaluation tool

Even where the province has excellent resources and avalanche expertise, it continues to rely on Avalanche
Canada to some degree. The BC Government’s most highly trained avalanche experts work in the Ministry of
Transportation and Infrastructure’s Avalanche and Weather Programs. These capable experts, through
forecasting and control, ensure the highways of the province continue functioning safely in the face of avalanche
hazard. Even this well-trained group of experts does not have the capacity to support all employee decision
making in its ASP. The program’s Environmental Electronic Technician’s travel decisions rely on the Avalanche
Canada’s forecasts:
Environmental Electronic Technicians (EET) will use the latest Avalanche Canada public bulletin for their
region to initially assess the current avalanche hazard, as well as consult with the local highways District
Avalanche Supervisor regarding an avalanche risk assessment. The EET’s will then apply that information to
the AWP Mountain Travel Risk Assessment Matrix to determine if there are able, under current conditions,
to access certain work sites.2

Combined, these plans noted above service tens of thousands of BC government employees and rely greatly on
Avalanche Canada’s daily forecasts and other products.

2.3 Private Sector Use
No official work has been done to quantify private sector reliance on Avalanche Canada’s products.
We do know the private sector has followed the government’s lead to use Avalanche Canada tools including the
daily avalanche forecasts. Use in the private sector ranges from small forestry operations to pipeline
installations and many other types of operations. As much of this information is private, access to specific plans
is beyond the reach of the CAA to provide here. For a clearer picture of the use of Avalanche Canada’s bulletins
in private workforce ASPs, we recommend reaching out to WorkSafeBC’s Occupational Safety Officers in
Prevention Field Services, who routinely work with private sector employer on ASPs. Our understanding is that
use of Avalanche Canada tools including the daily avalanche bulletins is extensive in the private sector and
likely addresses the needs of thousands if not tens of thousands of employees annually. This is not surprising
given that the product is free, and the alternatives can cost tens of thousands of dollars a year.

3.

Conclusion

Responsible avalanche risk management and regulations in British Columbia have evolved to place many of the
tools provided by Avalanche Canada at the centre of workplace safety, none more so than the daily avalanche
forecasts produced through the winter. This evolution occurred slowly in a fragmented manner. It was not
mandated, and it is not surprising that reliance on Avalanche Canada’s products have escaped the
government’s attention. Nevertheless, the placement of the forecasts and other tools at the heart of many
government and private workplace avalanche safety plans has created a condition of reliance on these tools
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Section 9.02 – Pre-trip planning, Avalanche Safety Plan - Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure, Avalanche
and Weather Programs

similar to a utility: its removal or impairment would greatly impact worker and recreational safety, key industries
and the economy.
Industry supports Avalanche Canada by providing data from InfoEx that would cost millions of dollars annually
to replicate. The federal government has stepped up to support Avalanche Canada at the national level. Support
from the BC government has not followed pace of these commitments as might be expected.
In British Columbia, the jurisdiction most dependent on daily public forecasts, funding for Avalanche Canada
has not kept pace with the reliance of the province on its tools. The current funding model is one commensurate
with an optional service that might be turned off without risk of harm. This is unacceptable. The status quo risks
impairing forecasts and increasing the risks faced by BC government workers, the private sector, and many
others.
Our association strongly encourages the Government of BC to overhaul its funding strategy for Avalanche
Canada to be in alignment with the province’s reliance on the forecasts and other tools provided by Avalanche
Canada to allow the province to function effectively and confidently in its many areas of mountainous avalanche
hazard. To do otherwise unacceptably risks the safety of workers, recreationists, and visitors to British
Columbia.
The dynamics described above are only a brief account of many complex efforts supporting public and industrial
safety. I welcome any questions you may have and be reached at jobad@avalancheassociation.ca or (250)
814-8092.
Sincerely,

Joe Obad, Executive Director
Canadian Avalanche Association

British Columbia Search and Rescue Association
P.O. Box 2176
Sidney, B.C. V8L 3S6
778-584-5882

February 9, 2021
Re: Long Term Funding for Avalanche Canada

To whom it may concern;
The British Columbia Search and Rescue Association (BCSARA) represent the 79
Ground Search and Rescue (GSAR) Groups and their 2,500 volunteer members in B.C.
GSAR members respond to over 1,700 incidents a year in B.C., including to calls to
locate and rescue persons impacted by avalanches. Other calls during the winter
involve travelling through terrain where avalanches may occur, to conduct GSAR
operations in or through avalanche terrain safely it is critical that expert risk forecasting
from Avalanche Canada is readily available.
BCSARA also promotes outdoor safety through the AdventureSmart program to reduce
the number and severity of GSAR incidents. Awareness information on winter safety is
provided in conjunction with Avalanche Canada who provides excellent materials and
training courses for all levels of knowledge. GSAR volunteers have seen a reduction in
the number of calls to recover avalanche victims despite increasing use of the
backcountry, this reduction can be attributed to Avalanche Canada’s efforts.
In order for GSAR volunteers to continue to respond safely to avalanche and other
incidents during the winter, and to maintain the reduced number and severity of
incidents it is critical that Avalanche Canada has the required resources. As such
BCSARA supports the call for long term adequate provincial funding in addition to
funding in place from the Government of Canada and other sources.

Sincerely,

Chris Kelly
President,
British Columbia Search and Rescue Association

February 18, 2021
RE: Long-term funding for Avalanche Canada
To whom it may concern,
I am writing today in support of Avalanche Canada’s request for increased funding and a long-term
funding commitment from the Government of BC. I am the Executive Director of BC AdventureSmart,
which is a national incident prevention program, (that started in B.C. 17 years ago by the BC Search and
Rescue Association) focused on reaching Canadians, and visitors to Canada, who participate in outdoor
recreational activities.
Here in BC, avalanche safety plays a prominent role in our winter work. Avalanche Canada is one of our
partners and we regularly point our users to their programs, especially their daily regional forecasts and
the courses offered within the Avalanche Canada Training program. We are fortunate to have access to
these resources and here at BC AdventureSmart, we are especially grateful for Avalanche Canada’s
recent work on online resources aimed at new users to the winter backcountry. These programs are
making a difference and our landscape would be much different without their expertise.
On behalf of BC AdventureSmart, I am requesting the Government of BC to honour the commitment
made almost two years ago, and fund Avalanche Canada at a level commensurate with the services they
provide to this province.

Sincerely,

S.Riches
Sandra Riches
Executive Director & BC Coordinator
C: 604.671.2241
E: execdirector@adventuresmartbc.ca

Simon Fraser University
TASC 1 Building, Room 8239
8888 University Drive
Burnaby BC
Canada V5A 1S6

Pascal Haegeli, PhD
NSERC Industrial Research Chair in Avalanche Risk Management
Tel: 778-782-3579
Email: pascal_haegeli@sfu.ca

February 9, 2021

RE: Long-term funding for Avalanche Canada
To whom it may concern:
My name is Pascal Haegeli, and I am a professor at Simon Fraser University where I hold the NSERC
Industrial Research Chair in Avalanche Risk Management. I am writing today in support of Avalanche
Canada’s request for increased funding and a long-term funding commitment from the Government of British
Columbia.
While the vast mountainscapes and deep powder of British Columbia are world renown and entice an everincreasing number of people to explore the backcountry, every winter an average of 10 people die in
avalanches and many more are caught and only narrowly escape disaster. Backcountry skiers, snowmobile
riders, snowshoers, ice climbers and other winter backcountry recreationists across the country depend on
Avalanche Canada’s avalanche skills training curriculum and their daily avalanche condition reports to make
informed decision about when and where to travel in the backcountry.
Even though Avalanche Canada’s mandate is national, the vast majority of winter backcountry recreation in
avalanche terrain is taking place in British Columbia. Over the last 10 winter seasons. 63 of the 80 avalanche
accidents resulting in fatalities occurred in British Columbia. Since its inception in 2004, Avalanche Canada
has done incredible work promoting avalanche safety in communities in British Columbia to keep locals and
visitors safe, and they are now among the world’s best developing innovative prevention initiatives. My
students and I work closely with Avalanche Canada, and we are proud to have contributed to some of the
modern approaches to avalanche safety we enjoy in British Columbia.

However, to continue this great work, Avalanche Canada needs adequate and secure long-term funding. This
is critical for the continued delivery of the existing programs, expanding their services into other regions in
British Columbia that are currently underserved, and supporting newly emerging user groups as backcountry
recreation is becoming more mainstream. While Avalanche Canada received a one-time endowment of
$25 million from the federal government, this support by itself is not sufficient for sustaining the existing
services and it was given on the assumption that affected provinces including British Columbia would
increase their long-term funding as well. I am disappointed to see that British Columbia has yet to fulfill its
commitment.
As more and more people are choosing to head into the backcountry to get away from the challenges of their
busy lives, I am requesting the Government of British Columbia to honor its commitment made almost two
years ago, and fund Avalanche Canada at a level commensurate with the world-class services they provide to
this province.
If you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact me anytime. You can reach me
either by email at pascal_haegeli@sfu.ca or by phone at +1 778 782 3579.
Best regards

Pascal Haegeli, PhD

Canada West Ski Areas Association
#300 - 1726 Dolphin Ave
Kelowna, BC V1Y 9R9
Phone: 778.484.5535

February 23, 2021

RE: Long-term funding for Avalanche Canada
To whom it may concern:
Canada West Ski Areas Association (CWSAA) is submitting this letter in support of Avalanche Canada’s request
for increased funding and a long-term funding commitment from the Government of B.C. CWSAA represents
the 92 alpine ski areas in western Canada, including 38 in British Columbia, and can attest that the services
provided by Avalanche Canada are of vital importance to many B.C. residents across the province.
Many ski areas in B.C. include, or are adjacent to, avalanche terrain and Avalanche Canada’s daily regional
forecasts are an important safety resource.
Avalanche Canada’s outreach and education efforts for backcountry riders has also made a big difference in the
level of awareness and education among user groups. Retail sales and Avalanche Skills Training course
participation has indicated significant increases in backcountry use by B.C. residents in recent years. The
pandemic has accelerated this trendline and further increased the importance of Avalanche Canada’s activities.
CWSAA is requesting the Government of BC help fund Avalanche Canada at a level commensurate with the
services they provide to this province.
The Canada West Ski Areas Association (CWSAA) is a not-for-profit trade association that represents the Ski
Areas of Western Canada. Its primary areas of focus are safety and risk management, sustainable market
growth, people and talent development, and government advocacy. Ski areas in Western Canada attract 9.4
million alpine skier visits, generate $2.5 billion in spending annually, and employ over 27,000 people (27,590
FTEs).
Regards,

Christopher Nicolson
President & CEO
Canada West Ski Areas Association

February 5, 2021

To whom it may concern.

RE: Long-term funding for Avalanche Canada

I am writing today in support of Avalanche Canada’s request for increased funding and a
long-term funding commitment from the Government of British Columbia. I am the
Executive Director of HeliCat Canada, the association representing Canada’s helicopter and
snowcat skiing industry.
Without exception, all our members operate in British Columbia and Avalanche Canada’s
daily regional forecasts play a role in our members’ avalanche risk management planning
and daily operations. We also collaborate with Avalanche Canada to advance avalanche
safety research that benefits professionals and recreational backcountry users.

Avalanche Canada is a key accident prevention agency in British Columbia that assists,
influences, and enables commercial businesses, government employees, and recreational
users to work and travel safely in British Columbia’s complex winter terrain. Avalanche
Canada was originally formed as a public-private entity, and the province needs to provide
sustainable and long-term funding to the agency.
On behalf of HeliCat Canada, I am requesting the Government of BC to honor the
commitment made almost two years ago, and fund Avalanche Canada at a level
commensurate with the services they provide to this province.
Sincerely,

Ross Cloutier
Executive Director
HeliCat Canada
Email: ed@helicat.org
Cell phone: 778-220-7311
PO Box 968 | Revelstoke BC V0E 2S0 | 250.837.5770 | info@helicat.org

helicat.org

February 11, 2021
RE: Long-term funding for Avalanche Canada
To whom it may concern,
I am writing today in support of Avalanche Canada’s request for increased funding and a
long-term funding commitment from the Government of BC. I am the President of the BC
Mountaineering Club, one of the oldest outdoor clubs in BC and dedicated to the
enjoyment and exploration of mountains of BC.
Our members are active in all aspects of backcountry recreation and in the winter,
Avalanche Canada’s programs are vital to our plans. Avalanche Canada provides a
critical safety net for winter backcountry users in BC, with their daily forecasts and
countless other resources. The Avalanche Canada Training program is the national
standard for recreational avalanche safety education and we strongly encourage our
members take these courses.
Avalanche Canada is critical to the residents of BC and our visitors. The fact that some of
their programs are being affected by a lack of funding from this provincial government is
unacceptable. On behalf of the BCMC, I am requesting the Government of BC to honour
the commitment made almost two years ago, and fund Avalanche Canada at a level
commensurate with the exceptional services they provide to the people of BC and their
visitors.
Sincerely

Chris Ludwig (President, British Columbia Mountaineering Club)
3260 Springfield Drive
Richmond, B.C.
V7E 1Y7
ludwigrecordings@gmail.com
(778) 951-4762

12 February 2021

RE: Long-term funding for Avalanche Canada

To the BC Government,
I am writing today in support of Avalanche Canada’s request for increased funding and a long-term
funding commitment from the Government of BC.
MEC believes strongly in the power of community. We have many long-time partnerships with
Canadian organizations, and our partnership with Avalanche Canada is one of great importance, to us
and to our members. Since 2001, MEC has supported the Avalanche Canada Training program and
we have also donated funds to support the regional forecasts. Our staff members participate in AC
training and we provide space in our stores for avalanche safety outreach and education.
Avalanche Canada programming is critical to the safety of BC residents and visitors. On behalf of MEC,
I am requesting the Government of BC honour past commitments and fund Avalanche Canada at a
level commensurate with the services they provide to the people of this province.
Sincerely,

Eric Claus
CEO and Chairman of the Board

February 11, 2021
RE: Long-term funding for Avalanche Canada

To whom it may concern,
I am writing today to support Avalanche Canada’s request for increased funding and a long-term
funding commitment from the Government of BC. I am the Executive Director of the Outdoor
Recreation Council of BC (ORC). We work on behalf of 60 provincial and regional member
organizations to promote and protect outdoor recreation in BC.
We encourage the residents of BC to actively participate in outdoor recreation activities. In the
winter, this must include awareness of and preparation for avalanches. Avalanche Canada
provides this vital safety net for our residents and visitors with their daily forecasts, recreational
training program, and countless other resources.
Avalanche Canada’s services are critical to outdoor recreationists in BC and to our visitors. The
fact that some of their programs are being affected by a lack of funding from the province that
was committed in 2019 is unacceptable. On behalf of ORC, I am requesting the Government of
BC to honour the commitment it previously made and fund Avalanche Canada at a level
commensurate with the exceptional services they provide to this province.
Sincerely

Louise Pedersen, Executive Director
PO Box 28112 West Pender St. PO, Vancouver BC V6C 3T7
T: 604-873-5546 (office) | E: louisepedersen@orcbc.ca

British Columbia Snowmobile Federation
PO Box 277, Keremeos, BC V0X 1N0
P: 250.499.5117 | F: 250.499.2103 | TF: 877.537.8716
office@bcsf.org | www.bcsf.org | www.LetsRideBC.com

February 8th, 2021

RE: Long-term funding for Avalanche Canada
To whom it may concern.
I am writing today in support of Avalanche Canada’s request for increased funding and a long-term funding
commitment from the Government of BC. I am the Executive Director of the BC Snowmobile Federation
(BCSF), representing over 60 snowmobile clubs in the province of BC. Avalanche Canada is a strong partner
of the BCSF, and we work closely together to advance avalanche safety among the snowmobiling
community.
It is disappointing to see that the Province of BC, where they primarily deliver services, has no ongoing
commitment of funding for their programs. Public safety programs like those provided by Avalanche
Canada cannot be sustained or properly managed with ongoing funding shortages or using annual grants
for operational costs. Annual grants should be allocated to service expansion, program improvements and
new technology not operational budgets.
The Federal Governments one time endowment to Avalanche Canada was intended to be matched by the
Provinces receiving services. Two years ago, that commitment was made by the BC Minister of Public
Safety that Avalanche Canada would receive a million dollars annually for their programs. This
announcement was celebrated by many that use their services including our sector. To date this
commitment has not been honoured.
For the snowmobile sector, our clubs depend on Avalanche Canada’s daily regional forecasts to create and
manage our club’s avalanche safety plans for our staff and riders. Therefore, on behalf of the BCSF, I am
requesting the Government of BC honour their commitment made almost two years ago, and fund
Avalanche Canada at a minimum of one million dollars annually.
Sincerely,

Donegal Wilson
Executive Director

Community | Integrity | Engagement | Leadership
MISSION STATEMENT “The British Columbia Snowmobile Federation is dedicated to provide strong leadership and
support to member clubs to establish, maintain and protect quality opportunities for organized snowmobiling in British
Columbia and to promote the safe and environmentally responsible use of these opportunities.”

THE ALPINE CLUB OF CANADA

LE CLUB ALPIN DU CANADA

Canada’s National Mountain Organization – Founded in 1906
www.alpineclubofcanada.ca

L’organisation nationale de montagne au Canada – Fondée en 1906
www.clubalpinducanada.ca

201 INDIAN FLATS RD

PO BOX 8040 STN MAIN

CANMORE AB

T1W 2T8

CANADA

February 9, 2021
RE: Long-term funding for Avalanche Canada
Dear Sir or Madame,
I am writing today in support of Avalanche Canada’s request for increased funding
and a long-term funding commitment from the Government of BC. The Alpine Club
of Canada (ACC) has been the voice of Canada’s mountain community since 1906
with several thousand members in British Columbia.
The ACC operates many popular backcountry huts in BC, as well as courses and
other events through the winter. Avalanche Canada’s daily regional forecasts in BC
are vital to our avalanche risk management plans. The Avalanche Canada Training
program is the national standard for recreational avalanche safety education and we
strongly encourage our members take these courses before venturing into the
winter backcountry.
On behalf of the ACC, I am requesting the Government of BC to honour the
commitment made almost two years ago, and fund Avalanche Canada at a level
commensurate with the services they provide to the people of BC and their visitors.
If you require any additional input or information please do not hesitate to contact
my office.
Kind regards,

Lawrence White
Executive Director
The Alpine Club of Canada

Preserving, practicing and promoting Canadian mountain culture and self-propelled alpine pursuits.
Préserver, pratiquer et promouvoir la culture alpine canadienne et les activités non motorisées en montagne.

Dear Minister Farnworth

Feb 7th, 2021

Regarding: Long-term funding for Avalanche Canada
To whom it may concern:
I am writing today in support of Avalanche Canada’s request for increased funding and a
long-term commitment from the Government of BC. I am the Executive Director of the
Backcountry Lodges of British Columbia Association (BLBCA), representing 32 privately
owned lodge operations throughout the major mountain ranges of BC.
Avalanche Canada’s daily regional forecasts, the Public Avalanche Bulletin, are vital to the
avalanche risk management plans for all our members’ winter operations, and the general
public. The Avalanche Canada Training program is the national standard for recreational
avalanche safety education and many of our members teach in this program, while also
contributing to its curriculum development. The Avalanche training program is crucial in
enabling members of the public to more safely recreate and travel in British Columbia’s
amazing backcountry. As I am sure you are well aware, one result of the Covid-19
pandemic has been to sharply increase backcountry use, that trend is expected to
continue. More backcountry users mean potentially higher risk, Avalanche Canada’s
bulletins and training program are the most effective way to mitigate that increased risk.
On behalf of the BLBCA, I am requesting the Government of BC honour the commitment
made almost two years ago, and fund Avalanche Canada at a level commensurate with the
services they provide to the people of British Columbia.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions regarding this request. Take good
care.

Sincerely,
Brad Harrison
Chair, Adventure Tourism Coalition
Executive Director – Backcountry Lodges of BC Association

WWW.BLBCA.COM

BACKCOUNTRY LODGES OF BC ASSOCIATION

February 09, 2021
RE: Long-term funding for Avalanche Canada
To whom it may concern:
I am writing today in support of Avalanche Canada’s request for increased funding and
a long-term funding commitment from the Government of BC.
I am the Manager of the Valemount and Area Recreation Development Association
(VARDA). Our goals are focused on community and public education to improve the
backcountry experience for all groups. For several years VARDA has been recognized
as a Founding Supporter of Avalanche Canada and we are fully supportive of their
efforts and leadership.
Avalanche Canada’s daily regional forecasts are central to our avalanche risk
management plans, not to mention the tens of thousands of backcountry users who
frequent our mountain ranges every year. The daily forecast is the cornerstone to the
publics safety when using the backcountry and the value of this service cannot be
understated.
The Avalanche Canada Training program is the national standard for recreational
avalanche safety education and is the training we encourage everyone who rides here
to take. And Avalanche Canada’s snowmobile-focused outreach program has made a
huge difference to all our lives and there is statistical proof to show this.
The BC Government puts millions of dollars a year into marketing the outdoor
activities of our province to users both locally and the worldwide. It is now time to
support the other important groups that are working behind the scenes to manage the
safety and overall experience of people you are marketing to.
On behalf of VARDA, I am requesting the Government of BC to honour the
commitment made almost two years ago, and fund Avalanche Canada at a level
commensurate with the services they provide to this province.
Sincerely,

VARDA
PO Box 721
Valemount, BC
V0E 2Z0
250-566-4817

Curtis Pawliuk
General Manager
VARDA

info@ridevalemount.com  www.ridevalemount.com  facebook.com/ridevalemount

th

3655 36 St. NW. Calgary AB. T2L 1Y8
(587) 890-1921
Executive.director@outdoorcouncil.ca
www.outdoorcouncil.ca

The Outdoor Council of Canada,
February 9th, 2021

SUBJECT: Long-term funding for Avalanche Canada

To whom it may concern
I am writing today in support of Avalanche Canada’s request for increased funding and a long-term
funding commitment from the Government of BC. I am the Executive Director of the Outdoor Council of
Canada (OCC) an umbrella organization for the Canadian outdoor sector. While we undertake work
across the country, we have a strong regional group in BC.
Our mission is to promote and enable accessible education and recreation in the outdoors. In BC’s
winter season, this must include awareness of and preparation for avalanches. Avalanche Canada
provides this vital safety net for our activities, with their daily avalanche forecasts, recreational training
program, and countless other resources.
Avalanche Canada is critical to the residents of and visitors to BC. The fact that some of their programs
are being affected by a lack of funding from this provincial government is deeply concerning. Every
preventable death in the outdoors incurs significant social, emotional and financial costs on the
province, its population and outdoor industries. The type of forecasting and knowledge dissemination
provided by Avalanche Canada are proven tools to prevents such deaths in avalanche country. On behalf
of the OCC, I am requesting the Government of BC to honour the commitment made almost two years
ago, and fund Avalanche Canada at a level commensurate with the exceptional services they provide to
this province.

Sincerely,

Franz Plangger
Executive Director, Outdoor Council of Canada

